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	Intent



	At Stradbroke Primary School, we believe that RE has an important part to play in promoting the social, cultural, moral and intellectual development of our children. It also encourages the children to reflect upon their own lives; allowing for a greater understanding of themselves as well as developing their awareness of the needs of others – self-respect and self-awareness. We aim for deeper thinking skills to be developed through discussion of different cultures and traditions, forming comparisons across belief-systems so that children gain a better understanding of the world around them, both locally and more widely.
Our key aims are to ensure children develop a well-rounded and balanced understanding of different cultures, faiths, belief systems and religions around the world. We also endeavour to provide children with opportunities to reflect on their own beliefs, as well as building upon their understanding of the importance of faith to others and how these may differ to their own beliefs. 



	Implementation



	In line with the Church of English recommendations, at least 5% of curriculum time is allocated to Religious Education. Religious Education is taught as explicit lessons but is also embedded in other areas of the curriculum and day-to-day life of the school. 
To fulfil this, we use The Emmanuel Project in line with the Suffolk Agreed syllabus to teach RE. Each half termly unit has a key question with a concept to explore and uses an enquiry cycle (engage, enquire, explore, evaluate, express) to help pupils to delve deeper. Big Questions allow for comparisons to be made and links to be drawn across different religions and worldviews. When teaching RE, we contribute to the children’s spiritual development where possible. By encouraging them to consider other ways of thinking and believing, children develop their own sense of spiritual development. Encouraging children to discuss and debate possible scenarios allows them to consider moral outcomes.

Children participate in collective worship and celebrations of Holy days and festivals throughout the year. Whole school events and services allow us to come together to celebrate and reflect as a community. Visitors also come into school to engage children in their learning and to develop their understanding of different beliefs.

Assessment for learning is ongoing and integrated as part of our teaching and learning; teachers monitor children’s progress in lessons through questioning and verbal or written responses/explanations. Termly assessments are completed to assess the children’s understanding of statements linked to theology, philosophy and human and social sciences. These statements have been adapted from the Emmanuel Project assessments. 
RE teaching focuses on enabling the children to understand and reflect upon others’ beliefs and values. We believe in whole-class teaching methods to encourage discussion, questioning and practical learning activities. A wide variety of resources are available to aid the teaching of different belief systems including books, artefacts, images and illustrations to engage children in their learning. We also promote the use of drama-based activities to empower the children to take ownership of their understanding. Quiet spaces are available throughout the school to encourage children to reflect, including our Prayer Space. 







	Impact



	Religious Education at Stradbroke CE Primary School develops pupils’:- 
- Use and understand a range of vocabulary 
- Understanding of key teachings of a range of religions and belief systems
- Ability to make comparisons and links between different religions and belief systems 
- Ability to apply knowledge to current events 
- Ability to make reflections about their own and others’ lives and beliefs
∙ Understanding and respect for different religions, beliefs, values and traditions (including ethical life stances), through exploring issues within and between faiths
∙ Understanding of the influence of faith and belief on individuals, societies, communities and  cultures
∙ Skills of enquiry and response through the use of religious vocabulary, questioning and empathy; 
∙ Skills of reflection, expression, application, analysis and evaluation of beliefs, values and practices, and the communication of personal responses to these. 
Religious Education at Stradbroke CE Primary School encourages pupils to:- 
∙ Be happy learners within RE. They experience a wide-ranging number of learning challenges in RE and know appropriate responses to them. 
∙ Consider challenging questions of the meaning and purpose of life; beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human;
∙ Understand the influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and cultures; 
- Learn from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring questions of  meaning and their own beliefs; 
∙ Learn about religious and ethical teaching, enabling them to make reasoned and informed  responses to religious, moral and social issues; 
∙ Develop their sense of identity and belonging, preparing them for life as citizens in a global society; 
∙ Develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own. 
∙ To be confident, resilient and actively engaged in the wider society and be stewards of God’s  creation. 
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